
This Morning’s Participants 
The Reverend Kathryn Z. Johnston – Pastor 

Cathay Snyder – Christian Education Director 
Mark McKeever – Director of Music 

Karen Weigel (8:15); Sue Karakantas  (11) – Liturgists 
Liturgy was created by A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

Worship Information 
Please silence cell phones as you prepare for worship. 

Bold print indicates congregational reading or response. 
An asterisk * indicates when to stand in body or in spirit. 

Offerings are welcome! Place in the plates at each of the entrances or give online. 
New here? Check out our “mechpresby.org” website & app! 

 

Restrooms with baby-changing stations can be found through the rear Sanctuary doors, to the left of the 
kitchen.  Individual restrooms are located through the front Sanctuary doors, down the hall on the right.  
Children’s worship packets are in the back of the Sanctuary.  

 

Upcoming  Worship Schedule 
3/29  Evening Prayer 7:30pm 

4/3   5th Sunday of Lent 8:15am & 11am (BYOCommunion for both services) 
4/5  Evening Prayer 7:30pm 

4/10 Palm Sunday 8:15am & 11am 
4/14 Maundy Thursday 7:30pm (communion provided) 

4/15 Good Friday (Service of Shadows) 7:30pm 
4/17 Easter Sunday 8am, 9:30am, 11am 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What Doesn’t Play by the Rules ~ Rev. Sarah A. Speed 
 

I come into the room  
calculating  

what I’ve done, 
as if hurt could be measured, 
as if there was a score system, 

as if we could say what I owe in return.  
 

I come into the room  
ready to apologize,  

ready to make amends,  
ready to tell you all the things I’ll do to make it better, 

but you put your arms around me. 
 

Grace is the ocean  
that softens the edges. 

Grace is rain in the desert— 
you’re not sure whether to  

laugh, cry, or dance.  
Grace is a miracle,  

all by itself. 
In a scorekeeping world,  

grace doesn’t play by the rules.  
 

I come into the room  
calculating what I’ve done.  
You say there’s grace here.  

It feels like a miracle.  
I don’t know whether to 

laugh, cry, or dance. 
 

 

MECHANICSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
300 East Simpson Street, Mechanicsburg, PA  17055-6596 

717-697-0351 • www.mechpresby.org • March 27, 2022 • 4th Sunday of Lent 

Guest WiFi password: lmampc2d 

 Ministers All members of the congregation    
 Senior Pastor/Head of Staff .................. Rev. Kathryn Z. Johnston (she/her)........... kjohnston@mechpresby.org   
 Director of Music ........................................ Mark McKeever (he/him)............... mmckeever@mechpresby.org   
 Christian Education Director ........................ Cathay Snyder (she/her) ..................... csnyder@mechpresby.org 

 Church Administrator.................................... Angela Weir (she/her) ..................... astevens@mechpresby.org 
 Playful Beginnings Director.......................... Karen P. Taylor (she/her).........playfulbeginnings.mpc@gmail.com 

 

Session:  
Class of 2022 – Ed Boggs, Jim Honafius, Ted Foor, Nickie Shaddock, Rick Whitcomb  
Class of 2023 – Patti Hinkson, Scott Rogers, Kelli Scurfield, Jenn Thomson, Phil Van Zile  
Class of 2024 – Dan Alex, Bob Bell, Katie Chase, Becky Giovagnoli, Lori Heenan 
 

Deacons:  
Class of 2022 – Martie Bricker, Sue Karakantas, Mary Love, Erin Moll, Joanne Neimer, Keni Melphis 
Class of 2023 – Heather Barto, Jan Burrows, Jan Daft, Mike Daft, Nat League, Amy Zullo  
Class of 2024 – Marybeth Hummel, Ken Kleinert, Rich Marlin, Cathy Petko, Kim Savidge, Jan Whitcomb 
 

By entering an event or program on these premises, you are entering an area where photography, audio and video 

recording will occur. Your entry and presence constitute your consent to be photographed, filmed, and/or otherwise 
recorded and to the release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction of any and all recorded media of your appearance , 
voice, and name for any purpose whatsoever in connection with Mechanicsburg Presbyterian Church and its initiatives, 

including, by way of example only, use on websites, in social media, and advertising. 



Prelude Fugue in G Minor  JSB, BWV 578 
 
Welcome  
 

*Call to Worship   
 God’s reach is endless. God’s mercy is unstoppable. 
  God’s grace is lavish. God’s love is constant. 
 God’s wisdom is vast. God’s hope is stubborn. 
  God’s presence is here— with us, among us, moving through us. 
 Breathe easy. Breathe deeply. We are in God’s house.  
  Let us worship the One who welcomes us home. 
 
*Hymn #802  The King of Love My Shepherd Is  ST. COLUMBA  

  
*Prayer of Confession   

If you ask any parent with a teenager what it’s like to wait up for their child when they’ve missed 
curfew, they will tell you—they’re standing at the door. The porch light is on. Friends, I think God 
is like that for us. The porch light is on. The door is unlocked. We might be late for curfew, but 
God is just so glad we’re home. So let us pray the prayer of confession together, trusting that no 
matter what we do or what we leave undone, the porch light is always on. Let us pray. . .  

The prodigal son isn’t given a name, but we know his name. It sounds like ours. And we 
know his story. It sounds like ours. For who among us hasn’t burned a bridge? Who among 
us hasn’t forgotten that we belong to one another? Who among us has not ached for home? 
The prodigal son isn’t given a name, but we know his name.   
Forgive us God. We want to come home. (time of silent confession) 

 
*Assurance of Pardon 

Beloved children of God, we worship a prodigal God—a God who is extravagant in mercy and 
excessive in grace. For no matter how many times we run, no matter how far we go or how lost we 
get, God is anxiously waiting for our return. 

Thanks be to God, amen.  
 

*Response #551 Lord, Have Mercy LAND OF REST 
Lord, have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us. (2x) 

 
Full to the Brim: Prodigal Grace 
 
Prayer for Illumination   

  
First Lesson  Luke 15:1-10 p. NT 78 
 The story of God for the people of God… Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem (11am)  Borning Cry Daniel Kallman 

MPC Chancel Choir 

 
Second Lesson Luke 15:11-32 p. NT 78 
 The story of God for the people of God… Thanks be to God.  

Sermon Full to the Brim: Prodigal Grace Reverend Kathryn Z. Johnston 

  
Call for the Offering      

  
Offertory  Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross  John Barr  

  

*Doxology #609 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures high and low. 
Alleluia, Alleluia! Praise God, in Jesus fully known. Creator, Word, and Spirit one.  

Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

*Affirmation of Faith 
We believe in a God who waits in the driveway for us.  
We believe in a God who leaves the porch light on and throws a feast when we are found.  
We believe in a God who doesn’t stop looking for us when we get lost.  
We believe in a God of prodigal grace— excessive, extravagant, over-the-top grace.  
 

In response to this grace, we hold tighter to each other.  
We remember that humans are not meant to go through life alone; so we look for ways to 
welcome each other in, to live like we are family, and to lead with grace—excessive, 
extravagant, over-the-top grace. We believe that this is our call. Let it be so. Amen. 

 
Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
*Hymn #65, v. 1-2  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah CWM RHONDDA 
 
*Charge & Benediction 
 
*Hymn #65, v.3  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah CWM RHONDDA  

When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside. 
Death of death, and hell's destruction, land me safe on Canaan's side. 

Songs of praises, songs of praises I will ever give to thee; 
I will ever give to thee. 

 
*Postlude  My Faith Looks Up to Thee Kevin Osterland 

 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP WITH MPC! 
The yellow rose in the Sanctuary symbolizes the presence of the Holy Spirit in our midst. 

 

The white rose today is in memory of Dorothy Jacobs who joined the Church Triumphant March 17, 2022. 

Dorothy and her husband, Joe, joined the church in 1971.Her service will be at 11am on Friday, April 4th with 
visitation with the family beginning at 10am. 

Blessed are those who see the Lord face to face. 
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